Introductory
learned of Germany inventing a fantastic racialism to hide
the fact that their leaders have need of the positions held
by Jews to reward their followers. It may be the jurists
of Italy who prostitute their science to invent a legal
philosophy for a non-existent corporative state. It may
be the great American industrialists who, as at Ludlow
and Herren and Chicago, shoot down strikers on the
pretext that they are fighting to preserve freedom of
contract. The sober truth is that those who have power
do not propose to abdicate from its possession. They
require an ideology to justify their hold to those who
do not profit by it, perhaps even to justify it to them-
selves; and they use their coercive power, which they
clothe in the majestic panoply of a State, to impose the
acceptance of that ideology upon the masses. The coercion
may well wear the appearance of consent so long as the
masses do not challenge that possession. Once any con-
siderable section of them does so, their criticism becomes
a threat, their organization sedition or treason; and the
power of the State is brought into play to crush the
challenge to law and order. These are the invariable
habits of power; and the greater the inequality they have
to maintain, the more savage will be the suppression for
which they are responsible.
This is the context, at least, in which the conventions
of our Constitution are to be understood. Each generation
will interpret them in the climate of its predominant
opinion. Where that climate is calm, they admit of
generous interpretations; where it is stormy, their con-
struction is gradually narrowed until the interpretation
put upon them by one side is unintelligible in its spirit
to the other. There is no question here of sincerity or good
intention. Any class which seeks to maintain its power
must adapt the means to the end. As the perspectives